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Behold, the Lord our God has shown us his glory and
greatness, and we have heard his voice out of the midst of the
fire. This day we have seen God speak with man, and man
still live.
Deuteronomy 5:24
And we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the
Father. The word is not applied to the immediate object of the
eye, but to that which was rationally collected from what they
saw. “What we have well discerned, contemplated, and viewed,
what we have well known of this Word of life, we report to you.”
The senses are to be the informers of the mind. To their hands
and sense of feeling: And our hands have handled (touched and
felt) of the Word of life. This surely refers to the full conviction
our Lord afforded his apostles of the truth, reality, solidity, and
organization of his body, after his resurrection from the dead.
When he showed them his hands and his side, it is probable that
he gave them leave to touch him; at least, he knew of Thomas’s
unbelief, and his professed resolution too not to believe, till
he had found and felt the places and signatures of the wounds
by which he died. Accordingly, at the next congress he called
Thomas, in the presence of the rest, to satisfy the very curiosity
of his unbelief. And probably others of them did so too. Our
hands have handled of the Word of life. The invisible life and
Word was no despiser of the testimony of sense. Sense, in its
place and sphere, is a means that God has appointed, and the
Lord Christ has employed, for our information. Our Lord took
care to satisfy (as far as might be) all the senses of his apostles,
that they might be the more authentic witnesses of him to the
world.
[1 John 1]
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The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in
times of trouble.
Psalm 9:9
God and his servant Jonah had parted in anger, and the quarrel
began on Jonah’s side; he fled from his country that he might
outrun his work; but we hope to see them both together again,
and the reconciliation begins on God’s side. Not long ago we
found God returning to Jonah in a way of mercy, delivering him
from going down to the pit, having found a ransom; and now
we find Jonah returning to God in a way of duty; he was called
up in the former chapter to pray to his God, but we are not told
that he did so; however, now at length he is brought to it. Now
observe here, when he prayed: Then Jonah prayed; then when he
was in trouble, under the sense of sin and the tokens of God’s
displeasure against him for sin, then he prayed. Note, when we
are in affliction we must pray; then we have occasion to pray,
then we have errands at the throne of grace and business there;
then, if ever, we shall have a disposition to pray, when the heart
is humbled, and softened, and made serious; then God expects
it (in their affliction they will seek me early, seek me earnestly);
and, though we bring our afflictions upon ourselves by our
sins, yet, if we pray in humility and godly sincerity, we shall
be welcome to the throne of grace, as Jonah was. Then when
he was in a hopeful way of deliverance, being preserved alive
by miracle, a plain indication that he was reserved for further
mercy, then he prayed. An apprehension of God’s good-will to
us, notwithstanding our offences, gives us boldness of access to
him, and opens the lips in prayer which were closed with the
sense of guilt and dread of wrath.
[Jonah 2]
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