CHAPTER 2

WHAT’S THE POINT?
GOD REVEALS
HIMSELF THROUGH
THE WORDS OF
THE BIBLE.
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CHAPTER 2

IF GOD EXISTS,
PROVE IT THEN!
( PA RT I I )

Recap
God has proven Himself by:
1. Creating the world
2. Creating the human race.
Q: What do these things teach us about what God is like?
He is powerful,
creative
and good.
But God has also revealed Himself in another way to us.
He has spoken.
The Christian God is a talking God. He speaks to us through the
pages of the Bible.
Jack
Like most people Jack hasn’t got the ﬁrst clue about the Bible. He’s sure
there’s one in his Nan’s house but he’s never had much to do with it.
He may have read the odd bit of it here and there but mostly the only
thing he knows about it is what he and his friends have found online
from conspiracy theorists. As far as he is concerned, the Bible is oldfashioned, full of mistakes and out of date. It may have been good in
his Nan’s day but it is irrelevant for him and his life. Anyway, according
to Jack, science has disproved most of it and it’s hard to believe fairy
stories like people living in giant ﬁsh and stuﬀ like that. In his mind,
you’d have to be mad to live your life according to the Bible.
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STOP
Q: What do you think of Jack’s view of the Bible? Do you agree or
disagree? Why?

What if we were to throw our Bibles in the bin? Would the world around
us give us enough information to ﬁnd out what God is truly like? As we’ve
discovered, creation tells us some things about God but it doesn’t tell
us everything about Him. The existence of trees might tell us that there’s
something out there that is quite creative but it doesn’t tell us anything
speciﬁc about our purpose in the world, does it?
In fact, there’s only one place in the universe where we can ﬁnd out true
and speciﬁc facts about what God requires from the human race.
The Bible.
It is there that we discover
Who He is,
what He is like,
who we are and
what He expects from us.
For these reasons it is vitally important to the life of the Christian.
We need the Bible because:
1. It tells us what we are like as a human race
2. It tells us what God is like
3. It tells us how each of us can come to know God personally.
What do we do these days if we want to know the quick answer to
something? Well we probably get out our smartphones to Google it. Or,
if we’re really old school, we might ask somebody that we know. Now
the problem is, particularly on the internet, that there are a lot of fruitcakes
and conspiracy theorists out there. There are all sorts of weird and wacky
people in the world with all sorts of crackpot ideas, particularly when it
comes to the Bible.
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How do we know what’s reliable and what’s not?
How do we know that we’re not being given dodgy information?
Illustration
If we have a problem with our car, for instance, it’s no good looking up a
microwave manual. That’s not going to help us. We need to take the car to
a garage and ﬁnd a mechanic who knows what he’s talking about.
So when we want to ﬁnd out about the gospel, we don’t need to go to
some illuminati website or go and see our uncle Bob who went to church
once a while ago.
We need to go to the source material.
We need to check out the original handbook.
We need to go to the Bible.
Only this book has the authority to tell us what the gospel really means
and why it really matters.
In fact the Bible is the only trustworthy place that we can ﬁnd out about
God in our world.
STOP
Is the entire Bible true, or just some of it? Which parts are true and
which are not? How do we tell the diﬀerence?

We live in a world where people think that Bible-believing Christians are
idiots for taking it all so seriously. How can Christians believe some stupid
old book written thousands of years ago by superstitious half-wits?
This is the new millennium. We’ve moved on, haven’t we?
Surely no intelligent person believes all that mumbo jumbo in the Bible, do they?
That’s what Jack and his friends and family think about these issues.
According to Jack’s friends, that’s what most normal people (those in
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their right minds anyway) think about it too. The Bible may be interesting
to read in parts but that is about as far as it goes. A few good stories,
maybe some decent moral advice here and there, but nothing more
than that.
Bible believing Christians, on the other hand, believe and teach
that not only is the Bible
100% true
it is also
100% trustworthy
and
100% God’s Holy Word.
Jack
‘Come on man,’ he says. ‘Nobody believes the Bible is 100% true.
It is just stories patched together by cavemen. It’s full of mistakes and
contradictions. How can that be trustworthy?’

The problem is Jack says these things but he doesn't know how to back
them up. How can he know that a book he has never read is so full of
mistakes? When we ask him to point out the contradictions, he cannot. So,
let’s give him a helping hand.
In Mark 15:25 we read, ‘And it was the third hour when they crucified
him.’ Yet, in John 19:14 we read, ‘Now it was the day of Preparation
of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews,
“Behold your King!”’ Mark says Christ was crucified on the third hour,
yet John quite clearly states that He was still on trial on the sixth hour.
So how could Jesus still be on trial in the book of John three hours
after Mark claims He was supposed to have been crucified? It doesn’t
make sense.
It looks like a glaring error.
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Jack
You show it to Jack triumphantly and ask, ‘Is this the kind of mistake
you mean?’ He’s not quite sure how to respond to that. After all, he’s
supposed to be the one attacking the Bible, not you. ‘Exactly,’ he says.
‘If the Bible is wrong here, then it can’t be trusted, can it? Agreed?’ You
ask him. ‘Agreed,’ he responds.

What really blows his mind is when in your next breath you inform him that,
despite these verses, you are still convinced that the Bible is 100% error
free.
The word we use for this is INERRANT.
God has written every single word in the Bible and He never, ever makes
mistakes. Now Jack is even more confused. He asks, ‘How can you believe
that, yet you’ve shown me these two verses?’
Now, this so-called mistake is easy to defend. There is no diﬀerence in the
time of the trial and cruciﬁxion of the Lord Jesus Christ despite what the
texts say. You see John was following a Roman numbering and time system,
because he wrote his gospel in Ephesus, which was the Roman capital of
Asia. We know this for a fact because he uses this system elsewhere in
the Bible. Mark consistently uses a Hebrew numbering and timing system.
The third hour according to Mark’s Hebrew time system was 9 a.m. and
the sixth hour according to John’s Roman time system was 6 a.m. So there
is no mistake. Christ was tried at 6 a.m. and cruciﬁed at 9 a.m. that same
morning. This matches with the other gospel accounts.
Parts of the Bible often thought to be contradictory actually have perfectly
reasonable explanations.
The Bible is a special book; in fact it is a fantastic book.
How many of us think the same things as our parents or our grandparents?
Not many.
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Do we still think the same and agree with the same things as people 100
years ago? No we don’t.
Yet here we have a book that is in reality
a library of 66 books
written over a period of 1500 years,
by over 40 diﬀerent authors from all walks of life: kings,
philosophers, ﬁshermen, poets, intellectuals.
Written in diﬀerent places: in the desert, in a dungeon, in a palace, on an
island, in captivity.
Written during times of war and times of peace. During times of great
joy and happiness as well as times of great sorrow and grief.
Written in Asia, Africa and Europe. In Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek.
Written about hundreds of diﬀerent topics.
Most of these authors never met. They never knew one another. They didn’t
get together down at their local coﬀee shop to work it all out. Despite this,
every person and every book agrees with and complements the others.
And they all tell the story of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.
That makes it a special book.
A unique book.
The Bible claims to be God’s own word.
‘All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness’ (2 Timothy 3:16, NIV).
That means God and the Bible cannot be separated. That’s why we call it
God’s Word.
God called men from all of these places and told them what to write down.
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These men are known as prophets.
He guided them so that what they recorded is exactly what He wanted
them to write.
They kept their own styles of writing and personalities (we see it in diﬀerent
kinds of books) but they were kept from error. These men weren’t allowed
to add their own thoughts and notes.
‘No prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation
of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets,
though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy
Spirit.’ (2 Peter 1:20-21, NIV).
The Bible is God’s message from beginning to end.
The Bible was originally written on scrolls. These original
documents are called
AUTOGRAPHS.
Because papyrus was so delicate, copies had to be constantly made
of the original scrolls to keep them safe. They were all done by hand.
They used every safeguard to protect the accurate translation of God’s
Word. They didn't want to mess it up. There were no photocopiers, so they
counted every letter and every word whilst they did their work. They were
called scribes. How do we know they were accurate? In the 1940s the
Dead Sea Scrolls were found. They contained the oldest manuscripts of
the Old Testament we have. When they were compared with more recent
manuscripts they found no major diﬀerences in the texts.
The Bible is
TRUSTWORTHY.
It is the most quoted, most published, most read and most inﬂuential book
in the history of mankind.
‘Your word, Lord, is eternal; it stands ﬁrm in the heavens.’ (Psalm 119:89, NIV).
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The Bible is God’s actual, literal Word given to the human race. It is not the
writings of men trying to guess what God is like but God Himself speaking
through the pages of the Bible. He spoke to men and they wrote it down.

STOP
Q: Why do you think this is so important to understand?

JACK
Now Jack begins to see that the Bible is a much bigger deal than
he ever realised. He thinks about the old worn-out Bible on his Nan’s
bookshelf and for the ﬁrst time considers actually picking it up and
reading it. You see Jack had all these opinions about the Bible but had
never taken the time himself to read it. He asks himself, ‘If the Bible can
be proven to be trustworthy, then what does it actually say?’

The Bible is not just any old book. It is not an ordinary book. It is God’s
word breathed out through human authors.
‘And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word
of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but
as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe’
(1 Thessalonians 2:13, NIV).
STOP
Q: How can we know for sure that the Bible is really God’s word and
not just cleverly made up stories?

The Holy Spirit did a special work when producing the Bible. People wrote
down what God moved them to write.
Read 2 Peter 1:20-21 again. Do you see that it teaches God is the Bible’s
author?
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Because the Bible is God’s Word, it is useful to help us grow in understanding
and righteousness. This is why we have to study it. This is why we have to
be reading it.
God has given us the Bible to help us grow and become more like Jesus.
Memory Verse
‘All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may
be thoroughly equipped for every good work.’ (2 Timothy 3:16-17, NIV).
SUMMARY
Jack needs to know that the Bible is in fact the word of God. The Bible
is true and trustworthy which means that what it reveals about God is the
truth. We can know that God exists because the Bible tells us and we
can trust the Bible.
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